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Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon,—IsataH 55: 7. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER ANTHON H. LUND. 


Tux following discourse was delivered by Apostle Anthon H. Lund at 
the Sixty-ninth Semi-annual Conference of the Church in the Tabernacle, 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 

I hope that I may be in possession of the same spirit that inspired our 
brethren who addressed us this morning. I feel happy to be in your 
midst, to see so many faces, happy faces, of the Latter-day Saints as I see 
here before me to-day. 

When you last met in general conference I did not have the pleasure to 
be with you, as I was then laboring among the Saints in the Orient. I 
had a very interesting mission to that part of the earth. As you know, 
we have a number of Saints in the Turkish empire. During the massacres 
which occurred in Armenia a few years ago our brethren and sisters were 
left there without any Elders from Zion to preside over them. The presi- 
dency of the Church sent Brother Hintze and myself over there last 
December to organize the Church more fully. We found that the Saints 
there, though left without Elders from Zion to preside over them, had not 
lost the spirit of the work. It is quite a testimony to me that the Spirit 
of God works the same, makes the same manifestations wherever it is 
enjoyed. The Saints there enjoy the Spirit of the Gospel, rejoice in that 
which they have received, and the Spirit has led them toa right under- 
standing. I was pleased to see them so well grounded in the principles 
of the Gospel, especially when I thought of their not having access to any 
of our church works. Only a few of the Saints were able to read English, 
and we have not yet any of our church works translated into Turkish. A 
few tracts have been published, but the works of the Church have not yet 
been translated into that language, and’ consequently our brethren and 
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sisters there have not been able to read our accepted works except the 


Bible, nor any of our published sermons; and stil] we found them in full 
accord with the belief and faith of the Church, showing that the Spirit 
of God leads into all truth. They were very happy to have us come and 
visit them. We found quite a number ready to receive the Gospel, and 
had the joy of leading quite a number into the waters of baptism. Some 
had been baptized, but for the want of an Elder, had not been confirmed 
members. They were glad to receive this blessing. We organized a 
branch of the Church at Aintab. I do not think that such a condition 
will again arise there, as that of the Saints of the largest branch being 
left under the presidency of a priest only. We found brethren there 
worthy of presiding, worthy of the priesthood, and ordained them. 

We also found that our adversary was not pleased with our work, nor 
with the work of the Saints. Persecution was raised against the Saints 
there, the mob disturbed some of our meetings, but the Lord was with us; 
none was hurt, and it caused more of a spirit of inquiry amongst the 
people. The government and the officers of the government were friendly 
to us and promised us protection. I found that it was mostly members 
belonging to different Christian denominations which raised this perse- 
cution against our people. The Turks themselves did not act in any way 
unfriendly towards us. They wondered what all this turmoil was about, 
and came to us and wanted to know what we really believed. While the 
Turkish government is not one that an American would like to live under, 
still it gives greater religious liberty to our Saints than they would be 
permitted to enjoy in countries like Greece, Italy, or Spain. The Moham- 
medans do not interfere with our brethren in the exercise of their religion, 
or forbid them to believe as they desire, but give freedom to worship God 
according to the dictates of their conscience. I may qualify this by say- 
ing that the Mohammedans themselves do not enjoy this freedom to the 
same extent asthe Christians. If a Mohammedan should leave his religion 
and join any other religion in that land, he would be ostracised from the 
society of his relatives and friends, and would be in danger even of his 
life. But as to the Christians, the Mohammedans are willing that they do 
as they please in regard to their religion, and I believe the more conten- 
tion they see amongst the Christians the more they like it. 

When persecution was raised against us, the Saints were desirous of 
our appealing to the government for help, but on second thought we felt 
that this would not be wise. We did not like to raise strife between the 
Mohammedans and the Christians. It is not a long time since a great 
many Christians lost their lives in Armenia, and we were afraid that we 
might be the cause of starting this race hatred between the two parties 
and we thought it would be better to suffer a little wrong than to be the 
cause of wrong being done. I told the Saints that I did not think the 
persecution would amount to much, and I knew that the Lord was able to 
protect His Saints. 

Wherever the Gospel has been introduced i it hasalways met with opposi- 
tion. The Turkish mayor of Aintab said to me, when I asked him to look 
after our people, that they should not suffer any wrong at the hands of 
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their enemies. Wherever a message of truth is sent those bearing it will 
suffer persecution.” I knew the sentiment was true, but it sounded 
curious to hear it from his lips. He promised to protect the Saints, and 
I learn from them that be has fined some of the mobocrats. 

I believe there is a great future for our people in that land; and that 
there are many of the honest in heart, and I hope our brethren will find 
them. They love to hear the Gospel. They love the truth, and when they 
receive it they enjoy the spirit, and the signs follow them that believe, 
even in that far-off land. 

In company with Elders Hintze, Maycock, Larson and Nishan, the 
latter a native Elder, I visited the Holy-land, and traveled over the places 
so familiar and so interesting to us from reading the Scripture. We ex- 
amined the country and the conditions existing there carefully with a 
view of finding a place of gathering for the Saints. 

You remember that in the ’40s Apostle Orson Hyde was sent to that 
land, and that he dedicated it unto the Lord, and for the gathering of the 
Jews. That land had been cursed on account of the iniquity of its people, 
and for hundreds of years it has been a testimony to the world that the 
Lord honors the words of his servants, the words spoken by the inspira- 
tion of his spirit. Moses, thousands of years ago, was permitted to see 
the future and prophesied concerning it, warning the people of Israel that 
if they did not obey the commandments of God they should be scattered 
amongst the nations of the earth. You who have read history know how 
literally this prophecy has been fulfilled, and that the land given to Abra- 
ham and his seed has been occupied by strangers, and that the blessings 
of God which once made that land a delightful place in which to dwell, 
were withdrawn, and it was turned into a barren and forbidding land. 
Brother Hyde went there and blessed it. The mission given to the ser- 
vants of God was to proclaim the Gospel to the Gentiles first and then to 
the Jews. This was declared very early by the Lord as the mission given 
to his servants. His chosen people were not forgotten. They also should 
receive the Gospel message, but this time the first should be the last. 
The Prophet Joseph was inspired to send Brother Hyde to that land, and 
look at the change! A spirit has come over the Jews, over the house of 
Israel, to gather to that land. This was not felt by them before, but since 
that time. 

This spirit has come upon them in whatever part of the earth they 
dwell. We found in traveling in that land whole settlements of Jews who 
have gathered there of late years. In talking with them (Brother Hintze 
being able to talk the language) we learned that they were not gathering 
in faith; it was not because they believed that the Lord had opened the 
way before them, but they had a desire to go there. A learned Jewish 
doctor told us that his people wanted to become again a nation. They 
longed to be once more a people upon the earth, and to own the land given 
to their fathers. 

In Jerusalem we found quite an increase in the number of the Jews; 
during the last three years, 15,000 had settled there. The sultan is not 
pleased with this and has prohibited the Jews from emigrating into 
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Palestine, but still the movement is going on, the Zion movement among 
the people of Israel, and they are looking forward to inhabiting that 
land. It is one of the signs of the times. Before long I believe the Lord 
will touch the hearts of that people and they will believe in Jesus as 
their Messiah. The Book of Mormon has the prophecy that when they 
do believe in Him that land shall be given them again as their inheritance. 
I do not believe that time is far distant. I believe that the time is hasten- 
ing when the Lord will accomplish what He has spoken by His servants 
the prophets. | 

While in Jerusalem we met a colony of Americans. These people have 
been impressed that they live in the last days and that the coming of 
Christ is near, and so they have sold out their possessions, taken their 
means with them to Jerusalem that they might live there when Christ 
comes, believing that He will come to Mount Olivet. 

We spent a very pleasant evening with them. They live in the united 
order, having everything in common, and they use their time in doing 
good, in going to the sick and helping the poor. So far they are doing a 
good work. Mrs. Spofforth, the president and leader of the society, told 
us that in studying the Scriptures they have come to the conclusion that 
Christ will soon appear, and she said: “We were struck very much by the 
prophecy uttered by Zachariah in the fourteenth chapter, tenth verse, and 
also by the prophecy of Jeremiah concerning Jerusalem, in the thirty-first 
chapter, in which it is foretold how the city of Jerusalem shall be built 
on certain lines. When reading the chapters closely we find that the 
time alluded to is the latter days, and it is said there that the city of 
Jerusalem should be built from the tower of Hananeel to the king’s wine 
presses and from there to the valley of the dead bodies and of the ashes.” 
She pointed out to us this fact, that the city is being built now exactly on 
these lines. They did not know at first where the tower of Hananeel was. 
Nobody seemed to know, and if you look into books giving descriptions 
of Jerusalem, that place is not designated, but a few years ago when they 
were digging the foundations of the Grand hotel in Jerusalem, they dis- 
covered the foundations of a tower and among inscriptions found was the 
name of Hananeel. This made them believe that this must have been the 
tower of Hananeel. Taking that for a starting point, and to the king’s 
wine presses and down to the valley of ashes, Jerusalem is being built as 
thus described. These people took this to be one of the signs of the times. 
I take it to be one of the signs of the times that God is working upon his 
people, his chosen people, and that they are gathering to that land. 

As for our people gathering there, we feel that our brethren should be 
well grounded in the faith before we move them, and still being in their 
infancy it would be better to strengthen the branches and have more 
come into the church, and then gradually gather them down to a place 
selected in the Holy-land, and this is a work that will be accomplished. 
There will be a Zion in the east, as well as in the west, “for the law shall 
go forth out of Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 

Brethren and sisters, I delight in dwelling upon these things. I see the 
Lord is working with the nations. He is gradually accomplishing His 
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purposes, and His work will grow in the earth, and all the opposition in 
the world will not stop it. He has revealed His will to men. He has 
established His kingdom upon the earth, and it will grow until it becomes, 
as Daniel saw, a kingdom that will fill the whole earth. 

May the Lord help us to be faithful and true, and to have a share in His 
kingdom forever, is my prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.—Salt Lake 
Herald. 
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“THE WORD OF WISDOM AND MODERN SCIEN (Ok. 


ALMosT every day additional evidence comes forth, unsolicited, to 
strengthen the faith of the Latter-day Saints in their prophet, Joseph 
Smith. It is interesting to note the discoveries of modern scientists, and 
to see how these discoveries harmonize with the truths of the Gospel. A 
few days ago I picked up a copy of Modern Medicine and B 
Review, and while perusing its pages I came to an article headed “Meat 
Diet and the Alcohol Question.” Upon reading the article, I was reminded 
of a revelation, which Joseph Smith received from the Lord, concerning 
things which the Latter-day Saints should eat, and other things which 
they were to abstain from using. The revelation was given March 8th, 
1833, and from it is taken the following extract: 

“And again, verily I say unto you, all wholesome herbs God hath or- 
dained for the constitution, nature, and the use of man. 

“Every herb in the season thereof, and every fruit in the season thereof; 
all these to be used with prudence and thanksgiving. 

“Yea, flesh also of beasts and of the fowls of the air, I, the Lord, have 
ordained for the use of man with thanksgiving; nevertheless they are to 
be used sparingly ; 

“And it is pleasing unto me that they should not be used only in times 
of winter, or of cold, or famine.”— Doc. AND Cov., Sec 19: 10-13. 

I was not aware that the latter part of the revelation from which I have 
quoted was in accord with the belief of the people then, nor indeed with 
that of many people to-day. The majority of people believed and do still 
believe that a meat diet is a very wholesome and substantial one. Go 
into any restaurant, and you will see nine-tenths of the customers every 
day eating beefsteak. This surely demonstrates their belief in a meat diet. 

Now this is in direct opposition to the will of the Lord as contained in 
the revelation, and is now being condemned by intelligent physicians both 
in America and Europe. The editor of the Bacteriological Review pointa 
out that the nations which are meat-eaters are also addicted to the use of 
alcoholic liquors, while the vegetarian Hindus and Chinese, the barley 
eating Turks and the banana-fed natives of South America are a temper- 
ate people. 

Dr. Alexander Haag, in his interesting work, “Uric Acid as a Factor in 
the Causation of Disease,” says: 

“Like morphine, cocaine, and alcohol, of which we have been 
meat itself is a stimulant, and this is the real cause of the difficulty which 
80 many experience in giving it up. As regards nutrition there is nq 
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difficulty, for plenty of things can be found which will nourish the body 
quite as well or better than meat. Now meat acts as a stimulant in ex- 
actly the same way that morphine, cocaine and alcohol do so, by clearing 
the blood of uric acid. The uric acid, xanthins, and salts it contains dim- 
inish the alkalinity of the blood, and for a time keep it clear of uric acid, 
but as in the case of drugs, this is followed by a rebound, and then more 
meat or alcohol, morphine or cocaine, in its place must be taken to pre- 
vent the resulting depression; and the use of one stimulant leads to that 
of another, and the more they are used the more uric acid will be retained, 
and the more they will have to be used in ever-increasing quantities to 
hold it back. At last a time arrives when further stimulation is impossi- 
ble, and then there is an enormous rush of uric acid through the blood, 
with head-ache, melancholia, or uremia as its result. Thus I have been 
told by a patient of mine whose daughter, among other good works, has 
a home for inebriate women, that her own experience has taught her that 
flesh diet is the very worst for them, and she does what she can to tempt 
them away from meat, but she says: ‘You can really see joy in their 
faces if a large joint of meat is brought in, just, I remark, as you would 
see joy in their faces if a keg of whiskey were placed on the table. I also 
hear from the same source that if the craving for alcohol is overcome, that 
for meat goes also. It is stimulation that is wanted, not nutrition. 

J would also point out that meat not only produces in this way a crav- 
ing for stimulants to overcome the rebound from its own stimulation; but 
it also produces thirst, so that those who use it are driven to drink very 
considerable quantities of such fluids as beer, and thus introduce ever 
more and more of the stimulating acids and alcohol. 

Now just as the meat produces thirst by freeing capillaries and allow- 
ing water to run out of the blood, the alkaline salts of frait and vegetables 
not only prevent such great freedom of capillaries and running off of 
water, but the fruits themselves also introduce into the body a consider- 
able quantity of water. For these two reasons, those who eat fruit have 
but little thirst as compared with those who eat meat; and we can now 
see clearly why a non-meat diet is one of the best means of overcoming a 
craving for drink; but for an excess of meat it would probably never have 
originated at all. Meat will in this way also produce constipation, by 
diminishing the water available for the feces, and meat-eaters are always 
constipated. 

“No doubt those who eat no meat have no stimulation, and the stimu- 
lation by meat or drugs is pleasant while it lasts; but this is far more 
than counter-balanced by the terrible depression that follows, and which, 
when too late, its victims make violent endeavors to escape from. 

“But those who have no ups have no downs, and so long as their blood 
is kept pretty steadily free from uric acid, their general Jevel of function 
and nutrition is considerably higher than that of those who go in for con- 
stantly repeated stimulation, and think it strength. 

“The cerealeans and frugivora among mankind have both greater mus- 
cular energy and power of endurance than the carnivora, and we see why 
they have it, though meat-eaters would fain persuade us that it is all the 
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other way. No doubt all stimulation is wrong, and we thus merely enjoy 
to-day by mortgaging to-morrow; and just as we rise to-day a few inches 
above our normal level, so shall we fall to-morrow exactly to the same 
amount below it; those who live on a uric-acid-free diet can slone have a 
steady high level of function every day, and these never feel the want of 
any stimulation. 

“For my part, and as one of the results of this . I am inclined 
to believe that mankind are trying to make themselves carnivora, when 
nature intended them for frugivora, and that they will presently wake up 
to the fact that they are even now paying an enormous price in the shape 
of mental and bodily disease for their follies.“ Juvenile Instructor. 


THE THEOLOGY OF THE FUTURE. 


Dr. E. L. Curtis in Bibliotheca Sacra gives a forecast of the theology 
of the immediate future. A synopsis of his article appears in a late 
number of Public Opinion. The author takes the view that the so-called 
higher criticism will be modified by a “highest” criticism, and that theol- 
ogy will be reconstructed on this basis. 

The outcome of the “higher criticism,” Dr. Curtis thinks, is this: That 
the Old Testament Scriptures, as far as their formal composition, histori- 
cal and scientific contents are concerned, have been brought on a level 
with other ancient writings; yet even this leveling process has left 
them unassailable as divine records of Divine revelations. This fact the 
“highest” criticism will still farther emphasize and the old Testament will 
be valued as “a word of God.” The new Testament, after some more 
controversy, will remain a Divine message. In it will be found a Gospel for 
society as well as for the individual. Hitherto the fulness of Christ’s idea 
of “the kingdom of God” bas not been attained. That belongs to the future, 

It is interesting to notice that what this forecast points out as the basis 
of future theology, “Mormonism” long ago declared to be some of the 
corner stones of truedoctrine It was “Mormonism” that first proclaimed 
the truth that the Bible is God's word as far as it had been correctly 
transmitted; preserving the true value of the records as containing divine 
revelations, and yet leaving room for scientific criticism as to the style, 
language, eto. 

It was “Mormonism” that first proclaimed in this century the fact that 
the Gospel aims at the regeneration of society as well as of the individual. 
From the Prophets of this century was first heard the warning voice 
calling all men to prepare for the coming of the kingdom of God and 
pointing out the approach of that “kingdom” as visible in the signs of the 
times. It was “Mormonism” that first placed the records of the ancient 
covenant people as “a” word of God by giving to the world other records, 
also another divine word to mankind. 

Thus, as time goes, the teachings and efforts for which the latter-day 
martyrs shed their blood on American soil, are being vindicated. Science 
in its pursuits of truth is very much slower than revelation; research 
stumbles over every difficulty while faith soars on high, but ultimately 
both will unite at the eternal fountain-head of all truth. Deseret News, 
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NATURAL GROWTH. 


AmoncG the many lessons to be learned from observing the operations 
of natural development, none are more valuable than those of patience 
and perseverance that are taught to the careful observer, who can readily 
see that nature never becomes impatient or in a hurry to bring about 
results. 

Little drops of water, which have been imperceptibly taken from the 
ocean, fal] upon the rocks and search their way into interstices that are 
too small to be detected by the human eye, and to all appearances from a 
human standpoint those drops of water have no further effect; but 
patiently they wait for the cooling process of the night to reach the 
freezing point, when by a power more mysterious and wonderful than 
any described in Arabian fiction, those particles of water are able to dis- 
integrate the solid rocks and reduce them to powder, that soil may be 
formed and that earth may be fitted for the abode of man. The winds 
and the waves are also working to the same end by the process of erosion, 
and all these processes are going on so quietly and slowly that only the 
keen eye of the scientist is able to detect them in their secret operations. 

In process of time a little seed falls from the hand of Divinity and be- 
comes imbedded in the soil, when by a process stil] more wonderful, under 
a power given through moisture and sunlight, the little seed begins to 
exhibit signs of life so slowly that it is visible to human eyes only by 
observing its changes after intervals of time. In time this apparently 
inanimate seed and others of different varieties continue to appropriate 
the elements around them and transform them into material for food, 
clothing and every conceivable convenience to minister to the needs of 
man. 

The development of animal life is carried on by this same slow, imper- 
ceptable process, showing that Nature, which in this sense is only another 
name for Deity, is never in a burry in bringing about her grandest and 
most beneficent works. It is in the works of destruction only that she 
makes haste, as witnessed in volcanoes, earthquakes, lightning, fires, floods 
and tornadoes. 

So it is in the affairs of men; as the boy grows to manhood by slow 
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imperceptable movement, so grows the man in intellectual, moral and 
spiritual advancement. No man ever became great in any line at a 
bound, but, as the poet says: : 
“The heights by great men gained and kept, 
Were not attained by sudden flight, 
But they, while their companions slept, 
Were toiling upward in the night.” 

He who would expect to make a saint of himself in a day, like the man 
who tried to step on the top round of the ladder first, will find himself 
making a successful failure; but he will have to “grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” and ‘‘Till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.” 

In order to attain to this perfection it is necessary to keep patiently 
and perseveringly pressing forward towards the mark, and, as the plant 
needs the rain and the sunshine, so do men need the benign influence of 
the Holy Spirit in order that the desired results may be attained. 

Most that is attained in human civilization that betters the condition of 
mankind was brought about by evolution rather than revolution, and 
wherever the latter has been resorted to it has invariably brought a train 
of misery, sorrow and suffering with it that have dearly paid for any good 
that may have resulted. 

The greatest blessing that has come to mankind since the days of Christ 
and the Apostles, came as the growth of a germ of truth in the heart of 
the boy Joseph Smith, or a sincere desire to know the truth. Like all 
ought to do, he went to the fountain of truth, the only source of unadul- 
terated truth, rather than taking it second hand from men who knew no 
more about it than he. By taking this course he became connected with 
the true source of spiritual growth, and the development began that, in 
a few years, culminated in the restoration of the Holy Priesthood and in 
the establishing of the Church of Christ on earth again. 

Now, this wonderful establishment did not bring about a sudden revolu- 
tion among men, but it started in a very humble manner with only six 
members; but being in connection with the fountain of all growth, both 
physical and spiritual, it continued to develop, almost imperceptibly to 
the onlooker, until it is becoming a power in the land for good; and, not- 
withstanding that Satan, through his agents on earth, has been trying 
assiduously to destroy its power and influence, the little germ has devel- 
oped into a great tree and has blossomed and is bearing much delicious 
fruit, to the glory of God the Father. This growth is destined to continue 
until all nations shall partake of its fruits, and the knowledge of God 
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the mighty deep, and this without 
compulsion or restraint exercised on the children of men, other than the 
restraint of the Holy Spirit, which will restrain from sin and impel men 
on to works of righteousness, until they attain that development necessary 
to a place in the Celestial Kingdom of God. 


A. W. 
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A WORD IN SEASON. 


MIssIONARY life when understood, is something to be very highly appre- 
ciated by every one who is so engaged. The Elder does not, as a rule, 
come of his own seeking, or because he desired to leave his home, business, 
or friends; he comes because he is called, and in that call there is no 
arrangement entered into, or promise made, that he shall give up that 
position or return at any stated time. Every earnest faithful man expects 
to work diligently in his calling until he is honorably released by that 
Spirit which prompted his appointment and will see to his return. There 
is quite a difference in the acquisition of ability to make that mission a 
success, some are fairly well prepared, others require months of study and 
experience before they are of value in the ministry, though personal im- 
provement may be great indeed. And some anticipate release so eagerly, 
that they lose interest or snap in the duties assigned to them, because 
they have become possessed of the idea that two years time or service is 
all that is required; under such thought new work is not taken up heartily 
nor are the last months the best to a missionary so imbued. 

Of course circumstances may arise which suggest release at any time, 
these cases are however exceptional, and even if two years has been looked 
upon, or has in someway been held as the allotted time or length of a 
mission, it has not had any official countenance or sanction so far as we 
are advised; and where pecuniary conditions are seemingly unfavorable 
to continuance, a little extra persistence and faith would remove moun- 
tains and enable a half-fearful temperament to rise above the cloud of cir- 
cumstances into a brighter light. 

Most of the brethren realize that their first mission is more in the nature 
of a preliminary effort, than something to be hurried over, and then 
quoted as my mission,“ or “when I was on my mission,” and the great 
majority feel, that while as a personal education and experience it has 
been to them invaluable, to the cause itself the benefits have been very 
meagre indeed; nay thought is not infrequent, that if a person could only 
begin where he is leaving off, how much better he could surely do; and 
brethren should ask themselves, even when looking for a return, whether 
the good of the mission, or the spirit and conclusion of their presiding 
officer is in harmony with what we all may consider a laudable desire to 
see the loved ones from whom they have been absent quite a time, appar- 
ently forgetting that all the eternities will command their services and 
furnish all desired opportunities for family or friendly association. 

Formal and stereotyped methods seem to form no part of any instruc- 
tions received in this office, from the Presiding authorities of the Church; 
and it consequently would not be wisdow for the Presidency here, or for 
the ministry of Elders, to cherish a spirit which suggests or advises, where 
no definite conclusions or counsel has been given, the Spirit of the Lord 
must direct land when it does, every man holding the Priesthood will 
assuredly respond—Amen. 


N. 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 107 


THE PATH OF DUTY. 


Tue Presidency of the European Mission are and have been very 
anxious to comprehend fully the situation, including the requirements 
and responsibilities of that position. While they have regular reports 
from the presiding officers in their jurisdiction, (full as they may be,) they 
have not the same weight that personal contact gives, and to visit and 
see for themselves is, and has been the object for holding Conference in 
all the districts. Several have been visited up to date, others are slated for 
the future, and, as where a report may have justified conclusions, a visit 
has modified or fully established the same. But the Presidency are not 
satisfied with having visited the headquarters of a Conference; they 
count on visiting, in the future, the leading branches of these Conferences, 
as well as to see the ministry in their respective fields of labor, and to meet 
with all of the Saints possible in these individual localities; we want to 
know the people and we want them to know us. 

And we do not want this visiting all in the garb of entertainment, or 
feasting, or irrelevant gathering, but we want to love our work and to love 
those we are working with and for, this cannot be done by letter only, we 

count on being out and seeing for ourselves. 

We also want to see the outsiders, we cannot afford to meet only the 
members of the Church, we want to meet the enquirers or uninformed. 
Ours is a mission of life and salvation, we have the Spirit of it, (thank 
God,) and we are not afraid of telling it or of being known. 

If our brethren have friends, or they have friends, let us make their 
acquaintance, not that we hope or shall attempt to convert the world, 
but we want to make friends, thousands would like to hear of travel, of 
industry, of enterprise, and of opportunity; hundreds would like to hear 
of Utah, of her growth and characteristics, her industries and social life, 
and perchance of her religion, and her peculiarities. We have our history 
we want to tell it; our aims, and we want every body to know them, even 
if evil has cropped or does crop out in human nature, there or elsewhere, we 
do not care to hide that one authoritative declaration in regard to “The 
Gospel Net,” that it, when cast into the sea, should gather fish of every 
kind. To be sure we are not in love with wickedness or sin, but we can 
hate that, yet love the sinner, and we can denounce without exhibiting 
that Pharasaic complacency which creates a gulf between man and man. 

Now what we have proposed for ourselves, we kindly submit to the 
Presidents of Conferences or Districts; they as well as we have some 
observation, at least enough to know that wooden men were long ago dis- 
counted in the Kingdom of God, and it is no more expected of a Confer- 
ence President, that he shall wrap himself in the nestling garments of 
self-complacency and official dignity, than that the Presidency of the 
Mission shall do so; the former want to, or should, be visiting regularly 
or otherwise, the several districts comprising their so-called Conference, 
not waiting for the young Elders to come in and report or to send a formal 
letter; we would be proud to see the Spirit of warmth and interest and 
joy, pervade al] the Conferences from the highest to the lowest; and there 
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is not much reason why, with good assistance, the President should not 
almost always be “on the wing,” and if he is rapid and earnest and obser- 
vant, his influence will be contagious, every Elder will feel it and every 
member will sense a pleasant change. 

Formality (cold and lifeless) has no place in the “Councils of the Priest- 
hood,” perfect love casteth out all fear, and with the present numbers in 
the Church, the presiding officer can know them every one; both Shep- 
herd and watchmen and flock, would then come closer and closer together, 
so they may form “a threefold cord which cannot be broken.” 

Nevertheless, “let every thing be done decently, and in order,” not by 
spurts of spasmodic energy, but as of God whose “works are from ever- 
lasting to everlasting.” N. 


SzettLED Lone Aco.— When Elder Thos. Hull at a late meeting in Heber 
City, Wasatch Co., Utah, asked those to stand up who had known the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, twelve responded; and in answer to the query if 
any present heard the Prophet predict that the Saints should suffer much 
persecution, and then be driven tothe Rocky Mountains, three responded 

to their personal knowledge of this fact, their names being, H. S. Alex- 
ender, J * S. Murdock and Sister Clift. 


— — — — — 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


— 


From a very interesting letter to President Lyman from President Rulon 
S. Wells, dated Salt Lake City, January 22, 1899, we extract the following: 


“Since returning home I have been kept quite busy visiting relatives 
and friends, and also in filling missionary appointments, etc., but natur- 
ally my thoughts turn back to you and the important labors that occupy 
your attention. I have met quite a large number of returned missionaries 
already, both here and in my visits to the country, and so far, all seem to 
be feeling well and busily engaged in secular and spiritual labors. Last 
Wednesday, (January 18th,) by invitation, I attended the wedding recep- 
tion of Elder Knight and Sister Jennie Brimhall in Provo. It was a very 
nice affair. Many missionary companions were among the honored guests. 
The bride and groom looked exceedingly happy and indeed they have 
gocd reason to be so. They are to be mutually congratulated for each has 
won a worthy companion.” 


GreMaw Mission.—By letter from Elder G. W. Meldrum of the Stuttgart 
Conference to President Loutensock, we are informed that, “The work of 
the Lord is making progress, though not so many tracts are being dis- 
tributed, they have rather been following up the tracts distributed pre- 
viously, also working considerably with friends and members.” 

It is further stated that “a good work is being done by Elders Hill and 
Seegmiller, by the distribution of literature and holding meetings in Hall 
room, with investigators who appear very eager to hear the word of the 
Lord as taught by the Elders. Things are also progressing favorably in 
Cöln where Elders Bull and Richards are laboring with good prospects.” 
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President Schulthess of the German Mission writes that on his arrival 
and after looking round, he finds his charge a much better field he 
expected, as many are enquiring and investigating. 


President Charles Woolfenden, of the Leeds Conference, in a bright and 
cheery letter of the 13th inst., tells of their success with the series of lec- 
tures just delivered on “Utah and its People.” 

They were favored in most cases with good Chairmen, and in several 
instances, stangers proposed a vote of thanks, dilating in eulogistic terms 
on the Mormon people, “the results of these lectures,” our correspondent 
adds, “will be felt and bear fruit for many years tocome.” The brethren 
are all feeling well and enjoying their labors, baptisms are numerous and 


prospects exceedingly good. 


— — — 


UTAH ITEMS. 


President Ben E. Rich of the Southern States Mission wired President 
Snow that Sampson O. Hall, a local Elder in Alabama, died on January 3, 
while in the miasion field. 


It will be pleasant news to read that many of the contractors and 
builders of Salt Lake City state the opinion that building operations of 
1899 will be heavier than since 1892. This indicates prosperity for work- 
ing men. 

All the general authorities of the Church are now at home, except 
President Joseph F. Smith, who is paying a visit to the churches on the 
Sandwich Islands, and President Franklin D. Richards, who is now in 
California. They are all in good health except Elder Brigham Young, 
who has been confined to his home for weeks by an attack of la grippe. 


The Southwestern States mission now has an organ. It is called 
“Truth’s Reflex, and is published monthly at St. John, Kansas; sub- 
scription price twenty-five cents per year. From it we condense the fol- 
lowing statistics: The Southwestern States mission embraces the states 
of Texas, Arkansas and Kansas, besides Oklahoma and Indian territories. 
It is divided into ten conferences, in which 126 missionaries labor. Last 
year (1898) these missionaries held 15,191 meetings, distributed 138,300 
tracts and 7,800 books, traveled on foot 157,270 miles and 60,270 by con- 
veyance, and while doing so visited 122,200 families, many of them more 
than once. 


— — uE. — ͤ—E— — — U— — ͥ — — — — — — — — - 


RELICS OF BUDDHA. 


Tue King of Siam is sending an envoy to India to receive the relics of 
Buddha discovered some time ago on the Nepaul frontier, which were 
offered his Majesty by the Indian Government. The King, who gratefully 
accepted the offer, has agreed to distribute portions of the relics among 
the Buddhists of Burmah and Ceylon from Bangkok. 


| 

| 
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It will probably be remembered that in January, 1898, a well-preserved 
stupa was opened at the village of Piprahwa, on the Nepaul frontier, in 
the Basti district of the North-West Provinces. This village was in the 
Birdpur grant, a large property owned by Mr. William C. Peppe and his 
brother. Inside the building was found a large stone coffer, crystal and 
stealite vases, bone and ash relics, fragments of lime, plaster, and wooden 
vessels, and a large quantity of jewels and ornaments placed in two vases 
in honor of the relics. A careful list was at once made of all the articles, 
and Mr. Peppé generously offered’ to place them at the disposal of the 
Government. The special interest of the discovery lies in the fact that 
the relics, in honor of which the stupa was erected, appear to be those of 
Gautama Buddha Syaka Muni himself, and may be the actual share of the 
relics taken by the Sakyas of Kapilavastir at the time of the cremation of 
Gautama Buddha. The inscription on one of the urns proves that the 
builders of the stupa believed the relics to be those of Gautama Buddha 
himself, and runs:—“This relic receptacle of the Blessed Sakya Buddha is 
dedicated by the renowned brethren with their sisters and their sons’ 
wives.” The characters of the record, Professor Biihrer points out, do not 
mark medial long vowels and appear to be older than those of the Asoka 
inscription. 

The actual relics, being a matter of such intense interest to the Buddhist 
world, have now been offered by the Indian Government to the King of 
Siam, who is the only existing Buddhist monarch, with a proviso that he 
will not object to offer a portion of the relics to the Buddhists of Burma 
and Ceylon, and it has been suggested that his Majesty should send a 
deputation to receive the sacred relics with due ceremonial. | 

No relics of Buddha authenticated by a direct inscription have before 
been found in modern times, so the relics are as rare as they are unique, 
and by all Buddhists will be regarded as most sacred and holy objects of 
devotion. Their presentation to the king of Siam, the recognized head of 
the religion, is therefore highly proper. The accessories which were dis- 
covered will, it is understood, be distributed among the Imperial Museum 
at Calcutta, the Lucknow Provincial Museum, and perhaps the British 
Museum, Mr. Peppé retaining a reasonable number of duplicates for his 
own use. The stone coffer above referred to is over 4 feet in length and 2 
feet in height. It is made out of a solid block of sandstone, and weighs 
about 16 cwt. It is understood that the acknowledgments of the Govern- 
ment have been conveyed to Mr. Peppé for his public-spirited action in 
the matter. Liverpool Post. 

Tax Anchor Line s.s. Anchoria from Glasgow, for New York, on January 
27, 1899, with Latter-day Saint emigrants and returning Elders on board, 
arrived on the February 14, 1899, with all well. 


PRIDE AND HUMILITY. 


False modesty is the last refinement of vanity. —BruyErs. 
Pride that dines on vanity sups on contempt.— FRanKLIN. 
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Soar not too high to fall, but stoop to conquer.— MassINGER. 
Offended vanity is the great separator in social life. —HELps. 
It is the summit of humility to bear the imputation of pride —LavaTER. 


Self-inspection is the only means to preserve us from self-conceit.— 
ANONYMvUS. 


There is a certain noble pride through which merits shine brighter than 
through modesty.—RIcHTER. 


True merit wherever found, is ever modest, just as the well filled heads 
of grain are always bent.— DicKENs. 


When another’s egotism offends us, it is generally because he treads 
upon the toes of our own egotism.— Hopoxk. 


We like flattery even when we see through it, for it shows us that we 
are of sufficient importance to be courted.— EMMERSON. 


Hollow trees are the stiffest, but the mightiest oak, if sound, can bend. 
The more exalted a man is by station, the more powerful should he be by 
kindness.—Maaoon. 


In reality there is perhaps no one of our natural passions so hard to 
subdue as pride. Disguise it, struggle with it, stifle it, mortify it as much 
as one pleases, it is still alive, and will every now and then peep out and 
show itself. And even if we could conceive that we had overcome it, we 
should be proud of our humility. —FRANKLIN. 


When Humboldt stood on the summit of Chimborazo, his head grew 
dizzy, his heart faint, and he longed once again to roam through the fra- 
grant valleys far beneath. Thus it is with the student. When he has 
scaled some difficult steep and caught a glimpse of those intellectual 
heights which rise like great monuments on the mountains, heavenward, 
it is then, as never before, he realizes his littleness and is conscious of his 
ignorance.—ANONYMOUS. 


There is at Rome an antique statue of Humility which is one of the 
most beautiful relics of ancient art. There it stands—the figure of a 
female modestly inclined and veiled, and such a work of art is a striking 
proof of the ancient admiration of the quality, for the artist who could 
produce and the people who could appreciate such an exquisite specimen 
of taste, must have had a keen perception of the charm. Especially did 
they deify humility in woman, whose power isin her gentleness, whose 
greatest ornament is a crown of meekness.— Ruskin. 


The scholar knows better than anyone else, that his intellectual triumphs 
have never equalled his intellectual failures, and that his ignorance far 
surpasses his highest attainment. We philosophize to escape ignorance, 
and the consummation of our philosophy is ignorance; we start from the 
one, we repose in the other; they are the goals from which and to which 
we tend, and the pursuit of knowledge is but a course between two ignor- 
ances, as human life is itself but a traveling from grave to grave. The 
highest reach of human science is the scientific recognition of human ie 
norance.—HaMILTON. 


